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Greetings Illinois Senators!

It doesn’t seem possible that our 49th Senate year is rapidly coming to a close.

The time passes so quickly when you are associated with such great people and

a great organization.

Since our last Forum, Illinois has traveled to Ypsilanti, MI, March 18-20 for the

Region V Spring Fling.  

Next we returned to Springfield for our election meeting.  Congratulations to

President-elect Melodie Ainslie #69200 who will lead us during our 50th

Anniversary Year.  Congratulations also to Orvel Cox #17965 on being this

year’s inductee into the Illinois Jaycees Hall of Fame.  The Illinois Jaycees

presented another stellar The Outstanding Young People awards program under

the direction of Joanne Rinaldo #71700 and Heather Ulrich #72836.

By press time for this issue, many of us will have attended our National

Convention in Greensboro, NC, June 19-24.  That was “The Finish Line” for 44th

USJCI Senate President C.J. Jordan #45857, myself, and our respective WE

BELIEVE…teams. It has been a good year!  

Greensboro also produced a new beginning with the election of our own Jim

Mammen #37122 (25th IL President 1991-92) as the 45th President of the

USJCI Senate.  Congratulations to President Jim and First Lady Cindy FR#26

Mammen! 

Greensboro also marked the beginning of our promotion of Convention 2017

which we are hosting.  Please plan to be a part of it and help us “Bring the Noise

to Illinois!”

I invite all of you to our Summer Picnic in Kewanee, IL on July 22-24.  Chairman

Terry Barker #40979 and his crew will have us “Grillin’ in the Hog Capital”!

Come join in the fun!

For all of you who cannot make it to our picnic, I would like to say that it has

been an honor and a privilege to have served as the 49th President of the Illinois

JCI Senate.  First Lady Susie #73137 and I thank you all for your hard work,

love, and support this year!

WE BELIEVE…
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Melodie Ainslie #69200

melodiea@frontier.com

I first want to thank the Illinois Senate for electing me as their
50th President.  It is an outstanding honor and privilege to hold
this position.  This organization has been around Illinois for 50
years and it is going to be an exciting 2016-17 year.  My executive
co-horts include:  Administrative VP Marilyn Burton #55106,

Management VP Bruce Widenhoefer #63672, Secretary Karen Helms #57838,
Treasurer Wayne Huelsmann #30592 and Chairman of the Board Chris Curtis
#35440.  With our very own Jim Mammen #37122 (25th IL President 1991-92)
holding the office as National President, we should have an outstanding 2016-17 year.  

Angie Highlander #69109, our Freshman Senator Chairman, has done a very good
job this year.   If you know of any new Senator attending a future meeting, please let
Joanne Rinaldo #71700 or me know so that we can find them on Friday evening and
invite them to the Hospitality Room.  

Patty Butler #65322, Chairman, Camp New Hope, is always very helpful when it
comes to the Camp and its needs.   If you need any information, please contact Patty
or me and we will get it to you.  If you would like to help with needed things for the
Camp, Patty has a list of items that would be greatly appreciated.  If you would rather
send cash, that will be greatly appreciated also.  Thanks to all who have always
continued to support the Camp.  Patty has agreed to continue as our Camp New Hope Chairman for the 2016-17 year.  

Now on-to the new year.  Travel has started!  I was present at Greensboro, NC for the National Convention and a good
time was had by all.  For you who did not make it, you missed a great time.  The convention hosts did an awesome job
and hospitality was wonderful.  When I went to Greensboro, I went by way of Orlando, FL (family vacation).  On our way
to Greensboro, we realized that in Siler City, NC is where Aunt Bea from the Andy Griffith Show is buried—so SIDE TRIP.
It was quite interesting and so were a lot of other interesting things in the State of North Carolina.  We had a wonderful
week and thanks to the host committee for a job very well done.  

Next year Illinois will be hosting the National Convention in the Chicago area.  Plans are well underway and we had our
committee in North Carolina answering questions and giving out information of what is to come.  Kate Patterson
#52517 (45th President 2011-12) and Kathy Crick #71017 will be Co-Chairing this event and will need everyone to
help to make this the best National Convention ever. When asked for information or to spend a couple of hours to pitch
in and help, please remember this is for your Senate family.  It will be an exciting time for all. 

One of the Region V states, Ohio, will be hosting the Picnic in Aurora, OH (new location).  Since I have been there before
I might get away with not having to kiss the pig, and then again maybe not.    It is OK—the food is always great and the
desserts are always too many to count.  They have a dessert competition and then everyone in attendance gets to
sample all of the entries.  The committee always does a great job and the Ron Robinson Golf Outing is planning a big
turnout this year.  

The following weekend is the Illinois Picnic which will be held in Kewanee and we always have a great time.  I want to
thank Terry Barker #40979 and his crew in advance for a wonderful time and great hospitality.  Please plan to attend
as this will be the kick off to our 50th year celebration.  I want to congratulate the 49th President, Chris Curtis #35440
for an outstanding year and for a job very well done.  We have had an exciting year and the travel is always a lot of fun.   

The first weekend in August will take us to the Bourbon Bash in Bardstown, Kentucky.  Kentucky is another one of our
Region V states and it is never a disappointment there either.  The Cabin at the Lake where they host the event is
beautiful.  They have outstanding food and the “liquid refreshments” are always refreshing.  The golfing for the weekend
will be at 2 beautiful courses and as always, Bourbon tours are a great entertainment.  

If you have never traveled with us on the Region V tour, please consider just going to one of these picnics and join in the
fun.  It is a great time to rekindle old friendships and to make new ones.  Please contact me or President Chris and we
can hook you up with registration forms and directions.

The Illinois Senate, as I stated earlier, will be hosting the 50th Anniversary Party at our Picnic the summer of 2017.
Registrations for this event will be out shortly so you can plan in advance to attend our Picnic and enjoy a wonderful time
in Illinois next summer.  Please keep watch for this registration.

My goals for the new year include getting some of our members that haven’t been around for a while to come back and
have fun with us.  I have also been able to get a few of our younger Senators to take a leadership role by holding a
position on my Board.  

Please make sure that if you wish to purchase one of the State Shirts for the 2016-17 year please fill out an order form
and have it to me by July 1 so that we can have it to you by the Picnic in Kewanee.  If you order after that, I will still get
it, but it might be after the Picnic.  Just let me know if you have any questions about the shirt. 

I look forward to working with the other Region V State Presidents and especially Region V National 
VP Mike Andrews #58312 from Indiana. 

Celebrating our Past, Growing our Future. 

Calendar of Events

July 15 - 16,2016

Ohio Senate Pig Roast

Oregon, OH

July 22 - 24, 2016

IL. JCI Senate Picnic Meeting

Kewanee, IL

Aug 5 - 7, 2016

Kentucky Senate Bourbon Bash

Bardstown, KY

September 16 - 18, 2016

USJCI Senate Fall Board Meeting

Pontiac, MI

January 13 - 15, 2017

USJCI Senate Winter Board

Meeting

Houston, TX
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As we wind down our Senate year, I am reminded of the fun group of Senators Illinois is
blessed to have.  As the largest US JCI Senate state, we have much to be proud of as our
members continue to live out the mission of our organization better than any other.  We
have members assisting the Jaycees with projects and providing mentorship every day and

we continue our Jaycee friendships for a lifetime!

Big thanks goes to a fine group of Senators who helped my responsibilities be a piece of cake...

Rick Jones #71685 for his back of the room coordination making sure there was plenty to eat 
and drink in our hospitality rooms.

Marilyn Burton #55106 for keeping our band of merry travelers from getting lost en route to having a great
time as we traveled the globe!

Val Koble #13921 (13th President 1979-80) and helpers for showing Missouri what true hospitality is like!

Kate Patterson #52517 (45th President 2011-12) and Kathy Crick #71017 for stepping up and getting
the planning and coordination of the 2017 national meeting in high gear.  Thank you to those who have come
forward to assist with this important project.

Ray Ainslie #44136 (33rd President 1999-2000) for chairing our upcoming 50th anniversary.

James DeBord #42802 and Terry Barker #40979 for the pre-work they are doing to ensure we 
all have a fun time at our annual picnic.

I am and have always been proud to be an Illinois Jaycee and an Illinois JCI Senator.  I have always said “no
matter where I lay my head at night, Illinois will always be home”.  Thank you for welcoming me back home
in true IL JCI Senate style!

Proud to have served!

MANAGEMENT REPORT

Terry Kolaz #68698

tkolaz@aol.com

Greetings to my fellow Illinois Senators!

Another Senate year has come to its end and another Senate year is about to start. What a great
organization the Illinois Senate is!  Where else could a person find such great, outstanding people of high
quality, determination and silliness all bundled into one big package along with lasting friendships forever.
These last two years have been a blast for me. I again thank you, the Illinois Senate, for giving me the
opportunity to serve as your past president and chairman of the board. I will never forget these past two years.
What an experience it has been, full of excitement and fun.

I want to compliment President Chris Curtis #35440 (49th President 2015-16) and his board for another
great year, and extend congratulations to President-elect Melodie Ainslie #69200 (50th President 2016-17)
and her new board. I know another great Senate year will be forthcoming.

Also, congratulations to USJCI Senate National President Jim Mammen #37122 (25th IL President 1991-92)
and First Lady Cindy Mammen FR#26. Jim was elected in Greensboro as our 45th National President. Those
who were not in attendance missed a great, memorable, and fun time.

I would again like to give a big thank you to President Chris Curtis #35440 (49th President 2015-16), John
D. Olson #35308 (27th President 1993-94), Jack Ward #53585 (39th President 2005-06), and Kathy
Crick #71017. They worked with diligence for the past two years getting Poker Nights up and running. This
project will again bring financial wellbeing for our Senate organization.

As the “We Believe” year ends and the “Celebrating Our Roots-Growing the Future” year begins at the Illinois
Senate picnic in Kewanee, I can’t wait to engage in one of Chairman Terry Barker’s #40979 famous Bloody
Mary’s. Hope to see all of you in the Northwest!

May God Bless All of You!

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Robert “Digger” McGraugh #36156

robert.mcgraugh@sbcglobal.net
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Deb Fridy #62204

217.260.1132  -  deb@fridyrealty.com

ILLINOIS JCI SENATE  -  Minutes Spring Meeting  -  May 14, 2016

By Marilyn Burton #55106

The meeting was called to order by President Chris Curtis #35440 at 9:30am.

Chaplin Robbie Johnston #51009 asked us to remember members and family members we have lost.  She asked for additional prayer

requests then opened with a prayer.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jim Dimitroff #36997.

In the absence of Mark Niedenthal #39701, Wayne Kiefer #36498 assumed the protocol task and introduced guests, which

included the past presidents of the Illinois JCI Senate, Illinois Jaycees and current Region V Vice President Mike Primeau #53290.

Susie Colbert-Curtis #73137 made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Lisa Hirstein-Hughes #73357.   Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report – Deb Fridy #62204

In the absence of Deb Fridy, Secretary’s report and minutes from this meeting were done by Marilyn Burton #55106.

a. Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve the January 2016 minutes by JDO #35308, seconded by Wayne Huelsmann #30592.

Motion carried.

b. FORUM – Charlie Gouveia #18294 reported that they did a split issue- emailed but sent 300 in regular mail by the end of April.  The

deadline for the next FORUM is June 15th and should cover things upcoming through the end of September. He encouraged incoming

as well as outgoing officers and any others wanting to submit articles to do so by the deadline. Send the articles via 

iljciforum@yahoo.com.  No further report from Kay DeGroot #73333.

c. Website/E-Blast – Kate Patterson #52517 reported that the E-Blast is done twice per month; please send her information to be 

shared with the membership.  Kate also reported that the website crashed while being updated. Her daughter has been doing the work

and hoped to build on the US JCI Senate server and teach us how to do it (Word Press platform), but would require some funding, 

approximately $2,500.  Wayne Kiefer #36498 made a motion to refer this funding issue to the Finance Committee for consideration

prior to the Picnic meeting in July. The motion was seconded by Donna Ward #53588. The motion passed.

Approval of the Secretary’s Report – Motion made by Kay DeGroot #73333, seconded by Jim Dimitroff #36997.  Motion carried.

Illinois Jaycees 85th President - Richard Lewis thanked the Senate for the ongoing support of the Jaycees. The 50/50 raffle  conducted

this weekend to fund snacks for Camp New Hope was well supported by Senate members. Richard announced the Illinois Jaycees were

on their 5th quarter of continuous growth, which garnered applause.  Pres. Richard distributed Pins of Honor to the following: Chris Curtis

#35440, Wayne Kiefer #36498, Kathy Crick #71017, Dan Adams #68303 and Yvonne Agnello-Adams #72530.

Treasurer’s Report – Wayne Huelsmann #30592

Wayne reviewed the current financial statement, which was available for review.  Current checkbook balance is $8,525.91

Finance Committee - Will meet prior to the next meeting in July.

Audit Committee - Met and had recommendations to transfer some funds:

$200 to Products, $50 to Region V dues, $250 to Sponsorships, $250 to Lotto raffle for a total of $750, from Hospitality.  Motion by JDO

#35308, seconded by Rick Jones #71685.  Motion passed. 

Membership Services - Kathy Crick #71017 reported that the IL roster matches the National Roster. Get any changes in

address/phone/email submitted ASAP since this is the year the Directory gets printed. She announced that Region Directors or officers

needing an up to date list for mailings should contact her.  The membership totals are: 754 members; 694 are Life members and 60 are

on annual renewal.

Fundraising Coordinator - Wayne Huelsmann #30592

a. Pins - Bill Willett #17398 was not present. President Chris has Presidential pins for sale; $5 each or 2 for $9. See him to make

purchases.

b. Products - Bruce Widenhoefer #63672 has Bar Burger shirts available here to purchase for $25 or contact him to order the blue 

Senate shirts.

c. Birdies for Charity - Gary Pittenger #24804 distributed the forms and announced the John Deere Classic golf tournament will be

held in August this year, but will move back to July next year. Contact Gary to make your pledge and to get additional pledge forms.

d. Lotto - Susie Colbert-Curtis #73137 reported that 592 of 1000 Lotto tickets were sold. There were 17 winners of the 29 days. One

ticket won twice, #712. The project was very successful.

e. Poker - JDO #35308 reported that the process was moving forward and 4 dates for Poker were submitted; 1 on a Sunday and 1 in

summer. There is a possibility of a Poker location in Champaign, but that is not confirmed yet.

Approval of the Treasurer’s Report - Motion by Tricia Buehne #69433, seconded by Stephanie Pittenger #59999.  Motion carried.

(Continued on Page 9)
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Wayne Huelsmann #30592

wayne@fulfordhomes.com

3/31/2016 ILLINOIS JCI SENATE
2015 2016 BUDGET

Chris Curtis ,#35440 President Wayne Huelsmann #30592, Treasurer

INCOME 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Total Budget Variance
Balance Forward 3,800.00$ $ $ $ 3,800.00$ 3,800.00$ $
Life Memberships (8x240) 785.50$ 305.50$ 55.50$ 1,146.50$ 1,920.00$ (773.50)$
Membership Dues (60x30) 270.00$ 185.00$ 235.00$ 690.00$ 1,800.00$ (1,110.00)$
Mentor Support 114.00$ 55.00$ 74.00$ 243.00$ 500.00$ (257.00)$
Forum Support 58.00$ 32.00$ 35.00$ 125.00$ 300.00$ (175.00)$
Hospitality $ 485.00$ 682.00$ 1,167.00$ 2,000.00$ (833.00)$
Products 817.00$ $ 159.00$ 976.00$ 1,500.00$ (524.00)$
Campaign Contributions $ $ $ $ 500.00$ (500.00)$

Fundraisers $ $
Birdies for Charity $ $ 1,352.75$ 1,352.75$ 1,280.00$ 72.75$
Lotto Raffle $ 285.00$ 2,675.00$ 2,960.00$ 2,500.00$ 460.00$
Pins $ $ $ $ 250.00$ (250.00)$
Silent Auction $ $ 1,851.00$ 1,851.00$ 2,500.00$ (649.00)$
Camp New Hope $ $ $ $ 100.00$ (100.00)$
Drawings 162.00$ $ 63.00$ 225.00$ 250.00$ (25.00)$
Picnic Proceeds $ $ $ $ 300.00$ (300.00)$
IL MO Basketball $ $ $ $ $ $
Hoopston Gate $ $ 775.00$ 775.00$ 1,000.00$ (225.00)$
Brue Gala $ 1,600.00$ $ 1,600.00$ 1,000.00$ 600.00$

TOTAL INCOME 6,006.50$ 2,947.50$ 7,957.25$ 0 16,911.25$ 21,500.00$ (4,588.75)$

EXPENSES
USJCI Dues (760x5) 560.00$ 1,350.00$ 855.00$ 2,765.00$ 3,800.00$ (1,035.00)$
Mentor Advertising 114.00$ 55.00$ 74.00$ 243.00$ 500.00$ (257.00)$
Forum 50.00$ 50.00$ $ 100.00$ 1,800.00$ (1,700.00)$
Hospitality $ 186.53$ 268.33$ 454.86$ 2,000.00$ (1,545.14)$
Products 893.94$ 209.00$ $ 1,102.94$ 1,500.00$ (397.06)$
Presidential Expenses $ $ 1,658.44$ 1,658.44$ 3,658.44$ (2,000.00)$
Presidential Awards $ $ $ $ 600.00$ (600.00)$
National Guest Expense $ $ $ $ 150.00$ (150.00)$
Region V Dues $ $ $ $ 250.00$ (250.00)$
Operating Expenses (postage, paper) $ $ 49.00$ 49.00$ 250.00$ (201.00)$
Membership Expense $ $ $ $ 50.00$ (50.00)$
Name Tags $ $ $ $ 300.00$ (300.00)$
Senate Directory $ $ $ $ $ $
Sponsorships 100.00$ $ 100.00$ 200.00$ 200.00$ $
Website 124.39$ $ $ 124.39$ 250.00$ (125.61)$
IL MO Basketball $ $ $ $ $ $
Campaign Expenses $ 50.00$ 260.00$ 310.00$ 500.00$ (190.00)$

Fundraisers $ $
Birdies for Charity $ $ $ $ $ $
Lotto Raffle $ 44.95$ 891.20$ 936.15$ 700.00$ 236.15$
Pins $ 441.56$ $ 441.56$ 441.56$ $
Silent Auction $ $ $ $ 100.00$ (100.00)$
Camp New Hope $ $ $ $ 100.00$ (100.00)$
Drawings $ $ $ $ 100.00$ (100.00)$
Hoopston Gate $ $ $ $ $ $
Brue Gala $ $ $ $ $ $
Poker Night $ $ $ $ 450.00$ (450.00)$
Balance to 2015 2016 $ $ $ $ 3,800.00$ (3,800.00)$

TOTAL EXPENSES 1,842.33$ 2,387.04$ 4,155.97$ 0 8,385.34$ 21,500.00$ (13,114.66)$

Other Funds Balance Status Designee Date of last review
Contingency 5,000.00$ Fin. Com. Kiefer, W May
Savings 6,081.43$ on going Huelsmann, W May
Life Accounts 63,324.49$ Fin. Com. Kiefer, W May
General Fund Checkbook 8,525.91$ perpetual Huelsmann, W May
Convention 2017 2,342.73$ Conv. Committee Olson, Bev May

Attached is a copy of the 3rd Quarter 2015-2016 financial statement that was approved

at the spring meeting at Springfield. As you can see we lost a great fundraiser in the Illini

Concessions and we are in desperate need to replace these funds. If anyone has any

fundraising ideas, please contact either me or President Elect Melodie Ainslie #69200

(50th President 2016-17).

It is once again time for the John Deere Classic. Please get your pledge submitted to Gary Pittenger #24804

(31st President 1997-98) as soon as possible. This is a very simple fundraiser for the Senate, and all money

collected comes back to the organization.

The US JCI Senate is looking for ways to cut expenses on the mailing of The Mentors. If any husband and wife

are receiving 2 copies of The Mentors and would like to reduce it to 1 copy, please contact either me or Gary

Pittenger #24804 (31st President 1997-98).

Thank you to everyone for your continued support.



With the changing of the shirts and the passing of the gavel on July 23, 2016 at our
picnic in Kewanee, we will move into our historic 50th year as an organization. The Illinois
Senate today is a far different organization than it was in 1966, as are the Jaycees, and
the world around us, for that matter.  Different does not necessarily mean better, nor does
it mean worse, it simply means not the same. 2016 will be quite different from 1966. Our

purpose, as found in the Creed, remains unchanged.

In early June, fellow Illinois Senators Ken Allers #31340, John Shriver #29169, and I attended the 100th
anniversary celebration of the founding of our college fraternity chapter at the U of I (no, none of us were
among the founding fathers). We found that those present who attended school in the same era that we did,
easily resumed the fellowship from over fifty years prior. Friends from the past can remain friends, even over
long periods, with little contact between each other.

If you haven't been to an Illinois Senate function in a while, the 2016 Picnic is an ideal opportunity to renew
old friendships and to develop some new ones. Hope to see you there to kick off our 50th year!

FYI: Miscellaneous Information, Notes, Recognitions and Events
Kathy Crick #71017 reminds everyone that due to the upcoming membership directory, and continuing
dependence on e-communications, all changes and updates to personal information and e-mail addresses need
to be sent to her ASAP. Send changes to kcricker14@sbcglobal.net .

The 2016 picnic will be based at the AmericInn Lodge in Kewanee (309) 856-7200, on July 22-24. Be sure to
tell the hotel that you want the “Jaycee Senate Block”. Contact Chairmen James DeBord #42802 (309) 854-
2141 or Terry Barker #40979, if you have questions.

The Co-Chairs of the 2017 USJCI Senate Convention, “Bring the Noise to Illinois” to be held at the Northbrook
Hilton, June 18-23, 2017, Kathy Crick #71017, and Kate Patterson #52517 (45th President 2011-12) are
requesting volunteers for various committees and securing donations. Contact them at Kathy's e-mail listed
above or at bkp47979@aol.com .

Historian Ray Ainslie #44136 (33rd President 1999-2000) would like pictures and old Senate items of
interest for display at the 2017 Picnic/50th Anniversary celebration.

The Senate website needs to be reworked. Proposals are being considered by the finance committee with more
info available at the Picnic.

For one year only the North and Northwest Regions and the South and Southwest Regions will be served by
one Director each.

We welcomed outgoing Region V VP Mike Primeau #53290 of Michigan to our Spring meeting.
Congratulations Mike on a great year leading Region V.

Mike Andrews #58312 of Indiana has been elected as Region V VP for 2016 – 2017.

Val Koble #13291 (13th President 1979-80) had the low Senate number and Jennifer Stanley #75089
held the high Senate number.

Jim Mammen #37122 (25th IL President 1991-92) won the 50/50 at the GA.

Thanks and gratitude to our outgoing 49th President Chris Curtis #35440, Susie Colbert-Curtis #73137,
and the entire 2015-16 Illinois Senate board for another great year!

Congratulations to our incoming 50th Anniversary board: President Melodie Ainslie #69200;
Administrative VP Marilyn Burton #55106; Management VP Bruce Widenhoefer #63672; Treasurer
Wayne Huelsmann #30592; Secretary Karen Helms #57838 and all of the Directors.

Special Congratulations to our own Jim Mammen #37122 (25th IL President 1991-92) on his election as the
45th President of the US JCI Senate at the National Convention in Greensboro, NC in June.

Copy Deadline for the Fall issue of FORUM will be September 1, 2016. Send all copy to Co-Editor
Kay DeGroot #73333 at iljcifoum@yahoo.com

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
Charlie Gouveia #18294

gouveiach@yahoo.com
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THE  HEARTLAND HONEYDIPPER

by Linc

Considering that early in the meeting the assemblage was greeted by an ersatz Lincoln spouting something
along the lines of “Two score and ten years ago, our founding fathers brought forth a new organization based
upon the principles of the Creed...”, and treated us to balloons, cake and champagne (which, for constitution-
al purposes was later declared to be sparkling water), the spring GA/election meeting was incredibly reserved.
As someone noted, brevity not levity was the word of the day. While that makes Linc's job easier, it does make
for less interesting reading for you. 

However, there were a few notable items that were revealed. To wit:

That Wayne K. got left in Montana.
Jim O'Connell was sighted in Billings on the same weekend.... coincidence???
The PC police have replaced “Old Farts” with “Seasoned Members”!
Auto pilot voting seemed to rule the day.
Digger declined to be Director of the South Region.
Denny B slept through part of the Past Presidents’ Meeting.
Overheard in hospitality: (wife) “It never hurts to ask, people tell me no all the time.” (husband) “I've never
told you no!”
The theme of our upcoming 2017 National USJCI Senate Convention “Bring the Noise to Illinois” is said to be
inspired by the phrase “Big Noise from Winnetka”. (I remember that guy, wasn't he a State Jaycee President
in the early seventies?)
Let the Quintacentary year begin!

Always watching, Linc!

First, may I extend my appreciation to the Illinois Senate for electing me to my second term as the Regional
Director for Prairieland. I will try and improve on my past performance. Also my thanks to all the Senators who
sent me messages of encouragement during my recent bout with cancer as well as the many best wishes
Maxine and I received on our marriage.

This will be an exciting year for Prairieland as boy wonder, Jim Mammen #37122 (25th IL President 1991-
92) assumes his new role as President of the US JCI Senate in Greensboro. This article will arrive too late to
encourage you to be there to support him, but I know many of you will be there.

I would encourage all of you to travel and attend Senate functions in Illinois as well as around the whole
country if possible. In particular, the Illinois Senate Picnic, July 22-24 in Kewanee is a good chance to see your
friends and other Senators from across the country. The second event which is close, will be the Fall Board
Meeting of the US JCI Senate Sept 16-18 in Auburn Hills, Michigan, just north of Detroit.

Of prime importance to the Illinois Senate will be your attendance at the Annual meeting of the US JCI Senate
in Chicago in June 2017. Kate Patterson #52517 (45th President 2011-12) and Kathy Crick #71017 have
an enormous task in organizing this event and I urge each and every one of you to assist them where
possible.

PRAIRIELAND REGION

Russ Cooper #4638

rwacooper4638@comcast.net

Camp New Hope is now entering its second week for the summer session and all is going well despite the hot
weather.  Please visit our wish list for many much needed donations.  If you would like to visit the Camp or
volunteer your talents for a day or even for a few hours, please contact Camp New Hope at
217-895-2341.  Please remember to save your Coke caps from the bottles and the rewards code from the
cartons of Coke. Thank you for all you have done for the Camp.

CAMP NEW HOPE

Patty Butler #65322

jbpb2005@consolidated.net
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(Secretary’s Report - Continued from Page 4)

Administrative VP Report - Melodie Ainslie #69200
a. Return the Favor - Melodie reported that IL did not submit much documentation of participation. She and Chris split the duties of 

making submissions but the final deadline is June 1st. They submitted 5 pages of activities for Wayne Huelsmann #30592!

b. Freshman Senators - Angie Highlander #69109 was not present. A Senatorship was presented last night and we toasted Jennifer
Casson Stanley #75089.

c. Camp New Hope - Patty Butler #65322 reported that Camp begins the first week of June and runs for 8 weeks. The new Director
is Carlissa Puckett. The number of campers and sponsors is down this year.  Next Saturday at 8am is the Camp clean-up day. See the
wish list if you can contribute items and they are still collecting Coke product codes.

d. Historian - Ray Ainslie #44136 discussed some of the pin trader guides found from 1977 and 1984. Pins were hot items in the past.

e. Future Directions - Bruce Widenhoefer #63672 reported they did not meet.

Approval of the Administrative VP Report – motion by Rick Jones #71685, seconded by Yvonne Agnello-Adams #72530.  Motion carried.

Management VP Report - Terry Kolaz #68698
Terry was unable to attend so President Chris called on the chairmen for reports.

a. Hospitality - Rick Jones #71685 thanked everyone for helping out with hospitality. SERVE Region is providing lunch after this     
meeting. President Chris thanked Rick for doing a great job.

b. On-To - Marilyn Burton #55106 reported there was a nice attendance at the Region V Spring Fling in Ypsilanti, MI. Jim Mammen
#37122 and Cindy Mammen Fr #26 have traveled extensively for JCI Senate Presidential campaign and he can list those in his 
report. See e-blast and FORUM for upcoming meeting information. 

c. 50th Anniversary - Ray Ainslie #44136 adorned the stove pipe hat and spoke about the Quinquagenal (50th) anniversary of IL JCI
Senate. Our organization was formed in 1966 at a winter meeting held at the Wagon Wheel in Monmouth, IL. In September 1967 the
paperwork was filed and Jim O’Connell #5046 was the first Illinois Senate President. Our 50th Anniversary party will be held at the
end of 2017 at the Picnic, instead of a stand-alone event, due to our hosting the National Convention in June 2017. There was a     
champagne toast and a kick-off celebration today at lunch with a special cake.

d. National Convention 2017- Kathy Crick #71017 and Kate Patterson #52517 - The Registration Form will be ready for the 
National Convention 2016 in Greensboro, NC. There is a sign-up sheet for manpower at our Registration table there on Wed.-Thurs. 
6/22-6/23, to sell raffle tickets, and per tradition to work the Bar at Hospitality in Greensboro on Thurs. 6/23. Lynn McGill #70364
distributed forms to rank interest to help select the tours for Convention 2017.  The donations letter is ready, to help offset costs. 
Personal contacts requesting donations are more successful. If you are contacting a company, let the co-chairs know so that            
duplication of efforts can be avoided. The Convention hotel is the Hilton Chicago/Northbrook, which has 240 rooms. The Crowne Plaza
across the road is the back-up hotel (and has an outdoor pool with a tiki bar). The Convention committee will meet at 12:45 in 
Conference Center 2. Committee will have orange polo shirts.

e. Senate Picnic - Terry Barker #40979 had forms available for the picnic in Kewanee, IL July 22-24, 2016 at Americ Inn Lodge. Golf
options are on the form. Deadline is July 10, 2016.

Approval of the Management VP Report – Motion by Kevin Ankenbrand #63771, seconded by Jim Mammen #37122.  Motion carried.

Illinois Jaycee Charitable Foundation - Kevin Ankenbrand #63771

a. Bubba Bash 2016 - Wayne Kiefer #36498 reported the golf outing is June 25, 2016 in Millstadt, IL at the same location. Help is 
needed for registration, food, and drinks. They expect 125 golfers. Donations to sponsor a golf hole are tax deductible and help toward
awarding scholarships. Wayne announced the Olsen golf tournament will be held September 17, 2016 at the same location as last year. 

b. Scholarships - Kate Patterson #52517 announced that Bev Olson #42473 organized the judging. The winners were: 
Illinois Jaycee Charitable Foundation Scholarship -
Bridget Fitzgerald, Tinley Park $1000
Dustin Foltz, Ohio, IL $1000
Rebekah Bauman, Latham $500
Sophia Ruggeri, Chicago Heights $500
Roger D. Colbert Memorial Scholarship -
Peter Smith, Mt. Carmel $1000
Mitchell Campbell, Princeton $1000
Kathryn Franklin, Illiopolis $500

c. Hall of Fame induction tonight at dinner - Orvel Cox #17965 from Red Bud, IL. He and his wife were present at the meeting. They
were greeted with a round of applause.

d. Grants from the foundation were approved for: Training space for upcoming GA, Carlyle fundraiser, Naperville event, and Bloomington-
Normal State Farm Grant. Kevin mentioned a Past IL Jaycee President’s fund is in the works.

New Business

a. Elections 2016-2017 - Digger McGraugh #36156

Digger presented the slate of nominees:

Region Directors

Fox Valley - will be elected at their region meeting. 

Gateway - Angie Highlander #69109

Motion by Norm Hoffman #25676 to waive the bylaws for one year and combine the North & Northwest into one region, seconded by

Bruce Widenhoefer #63672

North & Northwest - Ann Lewis #72970 

Motion by Ray Ainslie #44136 to waive the bylaws for one year and combine the Mississippi Valley & South into one region, seconded

by Kevin Ankenbrand #63771.

Mississippi Valley & South - Hongsie #39708

Northeast - Dan Adams #68303

Prairieland - Russ Cooper #4638

South Central - Lisa Hirstein-Hughes #73357 

SERVE - Deb Fridy #62204

Motion to elect the RD slate by acclamation by JDO #35308, seconded by Jim Mammen #37122. Motion carried.

(Secretary’s Report - Continued on Page 10)
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(Secretary’s Report - Continued from Page 9)

Treasurer – Wayne Huelsmann #30592

Motion to close nominations and elect Wayne by acclamation by Stephanie Pittenger #59999, seconded by Gary Pittenger #24804.

Motion carried.

Secretary – Karen Helms #57838

Motion to close nominations and elect Karen by acclamation by Wayne Kiefer #36498, seconded by Jim Mammen #37122. Motion

carried.

Management VP – Bruce Widenhoefer #63672

Motion to close nominations and elect Bruce by acclamation by Stephanie Pittenger #59999, seconded by Kate Patterson #52517.

Motion carried.

Administrative VP – Marilyn Burton #55106

Motion to close nominations and elect Marilyn by acclamation by Stephanie Pittenger #59999, seconded by Kathy Crick #71017.

Motion carried.

President – Melodie Ainslie #69200

There were no additional nominations received by the April 29th deadline. Motion to elect Melodie by acclamation by Norm Hoffman

#25676, seconded by Jim Mammen #37122.  Motion carried.

Digger thanked the membership for putting their trust in him for the elections process.

Old Business - No report.

Region Directors’ Reports - No reports.

High/Low Senate Numbers

Low #13921 Val Koble and High #75089 Jennifer Casson Stanley 

USJCI President Raffle - Mary Ann Hilleary #64615 was not at the meeting.

50/50 Drawing - Robbie Johnston #51009

50/50 amount was $92 and the winner was Jim Mammen #37122.

Chairman of the Board

Digger McGraugh #36156 thanked the current board for everything done this year and the committee that worked on getting the Poker

fundraiser off the ground.

Good of the Order

a. Jim Mammen #37122 announced that Jim O’Connell #5046 is in Billings, MT and hopes to go to the National Convention in 
Greensboro, NC in June.

b. Melodie Ainslie #69200 announced that there are order forms available for next year’s shirts. She reported a positive response from
the mailing sent to the membership about the Senate 50th anniversary year.

President’s Comments - Chris Curtis #35440 spoke of the IL JCI Senate being a proud organization and realizes you can’t please

everyone. He asked those that don’t support to step aside and try not to derail the group.

Motion to adjourn by Jennifer Casson Stanley #75089, seconded by Terry Barker #40979. The motion carried.

Adjourn with the Jaycee Creed led by the newest Senator in attendance by Jennifer Casson Stanley #75089.

Meeting adjourned at 10:52am.

As we wrap up this Senate year, thank you to everyone for all of your submissions to the Forum.  Without

each of you, this publication would not exist.  Thank you President Chris Curtis #35540 (49th President

2015-16) for allowing me to be a small part of your year.  Articles should continue to be submitted to

iljciforum@yahoo.com for future editions.

With the start of the Illinois Senate’s 50th anniversary year just days away, here are some totally useless facts

from 50 years ago.  While a handful of people were working tirelessly to get the Illinois Senate off the ground,

the first ATM was put into service in London, the first hand-held calculator was invented, and Andy Griffith was

the most popular TV show.  It is interesting to note that The Monkees “I’m a Believer” was the number one

hit and almost 50 years later WE (STILL) BELIEVE. 

Stay tuned…

CO-EDITOR THOUGHTS

Kay DeGroot #73333

217.899.2293  -  kaydsix@yahoo.com
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As this year winds down, I have been honored to serve as your chaplain for the Illinois Senate.  We have had
the excitement of many new senators who have joined the Illinois Senate.  But with this "birth" comes loss,
the loss of many good friends we served with throughout the years. 

At the Senate Picnic we will be honoring their memory, as well as Past President Gary Hongsermeier #39708
(43rd President 2009-10) who we lost recently. 

Please keep the following Illinois Jaycee Senate families in your prayers:  

Don Beaty #53508 on the loss of his son Tim;

Wendy Copeland #58825 on the loss of her father-in-law Buddy Schwartz;

Past President Linda Ferguson #64547 (47th President 2013-14) on the loss of her mother-in-law June
Ferguson; 

Jeff Hadley’s #54675 wife Nancy with her recent battle with cancer; 

And, the passing of Jim Warren Hartford #16416.

On a personal note, I would like to thank past chaplain Ray Ainslie #44136 (33rd President 1999-2000) for
his guidance this year as I have followed his mighty footsteps. 

I also would like to thank Kate Patterson #52517 (45th President 2011-12) for all of her help. I can't imag-
ine all the emails she has to sift through to put together the bimonthly email. She does a fantastic job and she
ensures that our Illinois Jaycee Senate families’ information is disseminated timely. 

If I have missed anyone, please make sure I have the information before the Picnic. 

CHAPLAIN REPORT

Robbie Johnston #51099

217.553.2082  -  robbie581@sbcglobal.net

The Poker Fundraiser paperwork has been submitted. Our first two dates to work are Sunday, August 7 and

Friday, August 19 at the MAX.

We need two to three workers per shift. A shift can be as long as you want. We start about 1 PM and end

around 1 AM. We do not expect anyone to work the whole 12 hours but would be glad if you did. This is the

least stressful project we will work. You can sit or stand as you wish. What other project offers such a choice?

If you live in Northern Illinois feel free to contact me to sign up for either of these days.

There is a very strong possibility that a NEW location will be opening in the fall of this year in Champaign and

we will be given the opportunity to work there as well. We can only work four events a year so we will get our

name in if and when that opportunity opens.

Jack Ward #53585 (39th President 2005-06) and I look forward to hearing from you about one of these

events and helping to raise money for the IL Senate.

POKER REPORT

By John D. Olson #35308

708.899.3530  -  jdobev@gmail.com

DEaDlINE FoR FoRUM aRtIclEs, sEptEMbER 1, 2016

45TH PRESIDENT, US JCI SENATE 
JIM MAMMEN #37122

Illinois JCI Senate, Cindy and I want to thank the Illinois Senate for all of their support the last three years.

It has been a pleasure to represent you in our endeavors and we look forward to celebrating with all of you at

the end of this monumental year. We look forward to seeing all of you at the Illinois picnic in Kewanee. 
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GARY HONGSERMEIER 1960-2016

Gary Hongsermeier #39708, 43rd President of the Illinois JCI Senate 2009-2010,
passed away on Saturday, May 14, 2016 at his residence.  He was a long time member of
the Jaycees and the Illinois JCI Senate. Many people in these organizations will mourn his
sudden passing along with his three sisters: Nancy Fechtler, Friendship #21; Patty
Mount; and Judy Hongsermeier. This rosy cheeked, baby faced proud Southern Illinois man
with a heart of gold and a taste for Jack will be long remembered.

Gary farmed in the Hoyleton area for many years.  He was a member of the Zion United
Church of Christ in Hoyleton where he served on the church council and cemetery

committee.  In addition to the Jaycees and the IL JCI Senate, he was a member of the Irvington Ruritan Club,
Irvington Village Board and served on the Washington County Soil and Water Board. Gary was also active in
the Washington County Republican Party and enjoyed participating in competition barbecue events. May he
rest in peace.

MAMMEN ELECTED 45TH US JCI SENATE PRESIDENT

At the US JCI Senate's Annual Meeting in Greensboro, NC, on
June 23, 2016, Jim Mammen #37122 was elected as the
45th President.  His election as the US JCI Senate's 45th
President was the culmination of many years of service to the
Lincoln and Illinois Jaycees as well as the Illinois and US JCI
Senate organizations.

Congratulations President Jim #37122 and First Lady
Cindy Friendship #26. As you travel this year promoting your
theme "Belief, Service, Brotherhood", you will continue to make
Illinois proud.
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Illinois JCI Senate
P.O. Box 2222
Springfield, Illinois 62705

Prsrt Std

U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit #137

Springfield, IL

ILLINOIS JCI SENATE PRODUCTS

SEND ORDER AND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:Bruce Widenhoefer #63672

1426 Millbrook Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60193

ITEM NUMBERPRODUCTPRICE

001*General Membership Shirt (4 Button Pullover)$28.00

002*General Membership Shirt (Button Down Dress Shirt)$32.00

003NEW2016-17 President Shirt (Contact President-Elect Melodie Ainslie)

004*Nylon Satin Jacket$50.00

005*Sweater (V-neck Style)$30.00

006Bar Burger Crew or Golf Team Shirt$30.00

*ItEMs aRE NaVY blUE WItH oRaNGE loGo aND MoNoGRaMMING

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ILLINOIS JCI SENATE

007*Jogging Outfit (jacket and pants-Machine washable)$68.00

008*Baseball Style Cap$5.00

Additional charge for 3X & 4X ($2.00)

011*Sweatshirt$22.95

[  ] LOGO ONLY[  ] LOGO AND MONOGRAM                                       SHIPPING & HANDLING$5.00

Provide ship to address with order.


